TO         THE REPUBLICAN TRADITION

fession of faith/' wrote Brissot in the Pai/riote Fran-
gais. Republican pamphlets were scattered abroad,
I3 Acephalocratie ou Louis XVI. roi des Franfais deironi
par lui-meme. A special Republican paper was
started, Le Repubttcain, with Thomas Paine and
Condorcet for principal editors. A controversy was
engaged between Sieyes and Tom Paine in the
Moniteur. Sieyes defended monarchy. " A monarch-
ical government finished in a point, a republican
in a superficies, and the monarchical triangle was
better adapted to that division of powers which was
the real bulwark of public liberty than the flat sur-
face of the republic/' On July 8, 1791, there was a
meeting of the Federal Assembly of the Friends
of Truth addressed by Condorcet, who pointed out
that this unexpected event had freed France from
any obligations to the King and that they could
therefore consider whether monarchy was essential
to liberty. He proceeds to refute the current
objections brought against a Republic. The size
was no obstacle ; on the contrary a recommendation,
as it prevented the idol of the capital from becoming
the tyrant of the Nation. It had been argued that
a republic would lead to tyranny, but, given the
freedom of the press and the division of powers, how
could tyranny arise ? It was said that a King was
necessary to prevent the usurpations of the Legis-
lature ; but if the Legislature was frequently renewed
and the constitution revised at stated intervals by
a National Convention, how could these usurpations
be conducted ? To those who argued that it was
better to have one master than many., Condorcet
replied that there was no necessity to have a master
at all. It was alleged that without a king the